2012 STUDENTS OF INTEGRITY SCHOLARSHIP 
OVERVIEW AND APPLICATION

A Program of The Center for Ethics at BBB
OVERVIEW
Description:
The scholarship honors high school students in BBB’s 20-county service area who demonstrate a commitment to ethical behavior.  It is designed to recognize and promote ethics and integrity in our community’s youth.  The Center for Ethics at BBB will award up to four $1,000 scholarships to students who demonstrate an understanding of the impact of ethical choices.  Scholarship money is awarded for post-secondary education expenses at any accredited University, College (including community colleges), or Vocational Training institutions.

Eligibility:
Applications and essays will be accepted only from high school students who are currently JUNIORS and will graduate in the 2012-2013 academic year.
Academic standing and involvement in extracurricular activities are not factors in the judging process.  Judging will be based solely upon the content of the essay.
**Relatives of the selection committee, BBB or BBB Center for Ethics Board of Directors or BBB 
Employees are not eligible.

Criteria:
Essays must be 3 pages or less, preferably typewritten and double-spaced.  Handwritten entries will be accepted if neat and legible.  The applicant’s name, address, telephone #, and school must be included on the first page of the essay.  Failure to meet these criteria will result in the application being disqualified.

Along with the essay, students will need to provide at least 1 written reference from an adult to attest to the student’s commitment to integrity.  Example:  pastor, family member, teacher, etc.

Residential requirement:  This scholarship is open to students residing in the following Cincinnati Better Business Bureau 20-county service area:  Adams, Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Gallia, Hamilton, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, Pike, Scioto and Warren Counties in Ohio; Boone, Campbell and Kenton Counties in Kentucky; and Dearborn, Ohio, Ripley and Switzerland Counties in Indiana.

All entries must be received at the BBB offices no later than Noon, Monday May 14, 2012.
A signed copy of this form must accompany your essay.

You may mail or personally deliver your essay to the BBB Foundation offices:
Students of Integrity Scholarship
Center for Ethics at BBB
7 West Seventh Street, Suite 1600
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
Judging:
Essays will be judged by an independent panel selected by BBB from business and community leaders, educators, and the media.  Judging will be done using a “blind” format, meaning that your personally identifiable information and the names of those involved in the situation will be removed to ensure and respect your privacy and to maintain judging objectivity.  Judges will score the essays based on your responses to the essay criteria.


Checklist:
  Application		 Essay (meets all specifications)		Reference Letter
										

APPLICATION
Essay:
“Integrity is a commitment, even in the face of adversity, to the fundamental moral and ethical values of honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility.  From these values flow principles of behavior that enable a person to translate ideals into action.”

Describe a situation you faced that greatly challenged your ethics and integrity, your sense of ‘right and wrong’, those personal beliefs that shape the person you are and will be in your future educational activities, communal life, and career.  Describe how this situation required you to make a choice or a decision that would have an affect on you and, especially others involved.  The situation can be in any of the following areas of your life:  family, work, school, or community.  Essays will be judged based on how you address the following:
· Your choice of a situation, including:  understanding what is a challenging ethical situation requiring a commitment to integrity based upon the definition above; how your situation relates to this definition; and how you were faced with ‘adversity’.
· The ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ choices you had in resolving the situation.  The pros and cons of each and the struggle you had in making your choice.
· If you consulted anyone else in your decision-making, whom you consulted and why.
· Your decision, regardless of whether it was the right decision or the wrong decision; why you came to that decision; the outcome and consequences of your decision to you and others involved.
· What you learned and how this will affect future decisions by you; and, if looking back on your decision, how you felt that would change what you did, explain why.
We are not interested in your definitions of ethics and integrity.  Rather, we want to know what kind of person you will be when faced with a critical choice that has major consequences for your life.  We want an example of your ethics and integrity in action, how you will think about the situation and what it means to do the ‘right thing’.
Name: (please print)__________________________________________________________
Name(s) of Parent(s)/Legal Guardian_______________________________________________
Address_________________________________City____________State________Zip_____
Phone__________________________________Email______________________________
School Name_______________________________________________________________
Principal Name___________________________Counselor Name_______________________
School Address___________________________City_____________State________Zip_____
County of Residence________________________
I, the undersigned, do solemnly swear that I will be classified as a Senior during the 2012-2013 academic year, and that the information included in my essay is truthful, and represents the facts as I know them.  I agree and understand that the Center for Ethics at BBB has the final decision as to the awarding of any scholarships:
Signed_______________________________________________Date________________
Confidentiality and Respect for Your Privacy
The Center for Ethics at BBB respects the confidential nature of the situations discussed in your essay.  Essays will be shown only to those concerned with judging and select BBB staff.  We may discuss, or use for award promotion, non-specific and non-identifying references to the topics of essays.
